COVID-19: The Emergence of Delta and
Omicron Variants in Durham Region

January 2021 - April 2022

Variants of Concern (VOCs) are mutations in SARS-CoV-2 (the COVID-19 virus) that may make the virus more infectious, virulent and/
or decrease vaccine efficacy. The Delta variant of concern (B.1.617.2), first documented in October 2020, had higher transmissibility
and higher severity than the original SARS-CoV2 virus and most other variants.(1) The Delta variant became the dominant strain in
Ontario at the end of June 2021.The Omicron VOC (B.1.1.529), first identified in November 2021, had higher transmissibility and lower
severity than the Delta variant.(2) The Omicron variant became the dominant strain in Ontario in mid-March 2022.(2)
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Number of Cases by VOC Status by Reported Month in Durham Region
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Hospitalizations Among Delta and Omicron Cases in Durham Region
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https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/voc/2021/10/covid-19-delta-variant-risk-assessment-update.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/nCoV/voc/2022/02/covid-19-omicron-b11529-risk-assessment-feb-23.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/nCoV/epi/covid-19-sars-cov2-whole-genome-sequencing-epi-summary.pdf?sc_lang=en&hash=71AC2F6CBE4F94EE0475F11CDA1CEE89
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/nCoV/epi/covid-19-sars-cov2-whole-genome-sequencing-epi-summary.pdf?sc_lang=en&hash=71AC2F6CBE4F94EE0475F11CDA1CEE89
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