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World Hepatitis Day - July 28, 2024

“Take action. Test, treat, vaccinate.”

World Hepatitis Day is a call to amplify global community efforts in accelerating the elimination of viral
hepatitis alongside raising awareness. The World Hepatitis Alliance identified this year's campaign
theme as “Take Action. Test, treat, vaccinate”. This year’s focus is on prioritizing actions needed to
achieve the global goal of eliminating hepatitis by 2030, through: raising awareness, promoting testing,
early screening, treatment, access to care, and immunizations against this preventable disease (World
Hepatitis Alliance, 2024).

Did you know...

e 9/10 people living with hepatitis are unaware of their diagnosis (World Hepatitis Alliance, 2024).

e More than 6000 people are newly infected with viral hepatitis daily (World Health Organization,
2024).

e In 2023, Durham Region Health Department observed a 17% decrease in Hepatitis C cases, and
a 160% increase in Hepatitis B cases compared to the previous five year average (2018-2022).

¢ Hepatitis C is considered a curable infection. Hepatitis A and B are vaccine preventable.
Chronic hepatitis B infection is treatable.

e High-risk individuals may be eligible to receive free vaccines for hepatitis A and B. For more
information and for the vaccine Special Release order forms, visit Resources for Health Care
Providers - Region of Durham (or durham.ca/hcp Forms>Order).

Resources

The Canadian Liver Foundation recommends risk-based screening and birth-cohort screening which
increase the probability of identifying undiagnosed hepatitis C.

For current information on testing for hepatitis and interpretation of test results, refer to Public Health
Ontario and Canadian Liver Foundation.
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https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources-for-health-care-providers.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources-for-health-care-providers.aspx
https://www.durham.ca/en/health-and-wellness/resources-for-health-care-providers.aspx
https://www.liver.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/106935-CLF_HepC_Screening_Infographic_ENG-2019-06-12.pdf
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-services/test-information-index
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-services/test-information-index
https://www.liver.ca/professionals/health-professionals/
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